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he was listened to, and " seemed almost annoyed,"
according to a friendly observer, " when he
got a quiet hearing for the first time/* This was
in 1890. It did not mean that trade unionists
were yet ready to follow him. Only eleven
members of the 1891 Congress voted for his
proposal to create a Parliamentary Fund. The
next year his motion for an Independent Parlia-
mentary group was defeated by 119 votes to 96,
Still, he was clearly winning the unions over by
slow degrees. He could truthfully assure the
South West Ham electors that " what is known
as the Labour Movement has taken firm hold
of the country." The many strikes, the revolt
of the unskilled, and the formation of trade
unions among them, the larger space given by
the Press to social conditions, prepared the ground
for his efforts. He was no longer considered
either a wild man of no enduring substance
or a nuisance with one idea. He was still far
from victory, but he had cleared the ground
for an advance. When he was sent to the House
of Commons, by 5,268 Londoners3 votes against
the Conservative's 4,036, a *new stage in his
struggle began.